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-RAAF PUZZLED BY UFOs 
TRACKED ON Alll,PORT RADAR· .. 
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I SYDNEY; High-speed U1'~a -
I travcJJlng at great altitude caused 

I= myst<'ry signals on Sydney Air· ' 
pm·t rdtfar screens. 

the radar algnnlH with known air 
; activity during June, but has so 
far drawn a blank. 

I But they were not satellltcs or 
i Australian miJitary aircraft, an . 
! RAAF spokesman confirmed 

The most recent of the rudar 
sightings was on Wednesday. 

''lt has rea-u:hcd speeds o! up to 
2780kmh but has also been 
n-.cortled nt just a littl~ over 
1300kmh," th~ spokcs!Tian said. 

! ycstenfoy. 
i i The RAAF is investigating the 
j radar sightin,::s at the request of . 
: the Department of Aviation, but , 
i admits that at this stage they 

· "W11atcv<•r it ls, it is not ours. 
"All I can say is rhat we've seen 

, fast-moving blips on our radar 

remaJn a mystery. screens whfch we are investigat­
ing." Ten high -speed rnclar slgnnls 

were picked up by Sydney aJr 
traffic controllers in the past 
month. 

The spokesman 9afd that only 
the U.S. or the Soviet Union have 
aJrcral"t that could tly at such a 
height and spc<?~.'.. If the signals had been caused 

by aircraft there certainly would 
have been reports of sonic booms 
. . . and there have been no 
reports, the RAA F spokesman 

· The RAAF will probably be in· 
vestig11tlng the video tapes from 
the radnr sightings as they have 
had no visual sightings of ·the ob­
jects. · said. 

The RAAF is tryinA,; to correlat'? '111e first o~ the JO sightings 

Doubt cast I 

on UFO idea I 

·TEN high,-speed ~adar ~ignals picked up by 
Sydney aar traffic controllers in the past 
month could have been caused by elec· · 
tromagnetic interference. 

Dr D<;>n Herbison-Evans, a Sydney University 
lectur:r m computer science and consultant for the 

I 
~dela1de-based UFO Rcsea~ch Society, said the 
interference could easily have been produced with 
a home-made radio transmitter. 

- -: ·-·=--=--=--, ----: __ -, The RAAF operation 

I RAA F • · 1 I command centre at 
, VI QI Springwood, west of 

Sydney, is investigating f 0 r U F o 5 the signals at the re-
quest of the Aviation 

CANBERRA: An 
llAAF Mirage fighter 
is standing by at Wll­
liamtown air base to 
search !or high speed, 
high altitude unidenti· 
ficd "objects" reported 
by Sydney air traffic 
controlle~ this week. 
The Mirago pilot has 

been ordered to investi· 
gate any unexplained 
radar contacts . report· 
ed by the RAA F opera­
tors at the William­
town base near New­
castle. 
A Defence Depart· 

ment spokesman said 
that the RAAF was 
treating seriously re­
ports by air traf!ic 
controllers at Sydney's 
Mascot Airport who 
have reported 10 high­
speed radar contacts in · 
the past month, most 
recently on Thursday. 

Department. 
An RAAF spokes­

man said the signals 
were characteristic of 
aircraft but they had 
not come from 
Australian military air­
craft. 

1 f the signals had 
been from aircraft 
there would have been 
reports of sonic booms. 

The most recent of 
the signals occurred on 
Thursday. 

Dr Herbison-Evans 
warned against the con­
clusion that the signals 
came from a UFO . 

"UFOs are rare. It 
might have been caused 
by a slight malfunction 
in the airport radar ap­
paratus," he said. 

· cnmc at nhout the becinning of ~ 
· the month. 

AU 10 si~nals have come from :in 
•1rcn 100- to 2\iOlon north or Sy1l- -
ney. 

Last month hundr<'cls of pC'oplc 
reported seeing h1ightly colol!•·cd 
conc-shap('d lights in the mght 
sky O\'( 'l' Bendigo and D~11larat in 
centrnl Victoria. 
11wse sightings too remain un-

cxpl~incd. . 
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